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To Whom It May Concern,

I have had the opportunity to read Mr. Nurbolat Nyshanbayev's PhD thesis titled “The
Principle of Multi-Vector Policy in the Foreign Policy of the State in the Modern International
Relations System: The Case of the Republic of Kazakhstan.” Thesis provides a comprehensive and
timely analysis of Kazakhstan’s multi-vector foreign policy (MFP) and its relevance in the
complex and evolving dynamics of the modem international system. The candidate’s focus on how
MFP operates as an instrument of state strategy in navigating power asymmetries between global
powers contributes significantly to the understanding of middle-power diplomacy and the unique
challenges faced by post-Soviet states in Central Asia.

Mr. Nyshanbayev successfully contextualizes Kazakhstan's multi-vector approach within
the broader theoretical frameworks of foreign policy analysis, offering insights into its
effectiveness as a pragmatic and adaptive strategy. However, I have identified several areas for
improvement that could enhance the overall clarity and depth of the research.

While the theoretical framework is well-articulated, there appears to be insufficient
connection between the theories discussed in the introductory chapter and their application in the
subsequent case studies. For example, the thesis could better address how theoretical concepts
such as strategic hedging or neutrality are operationalized in Kazakhstan's foreign policy
interactions with Russia, China, and Western powers. A more explicit link between theory and
practice would improve the analytical rigor of the dissertation.

The historical overview of Kazakhstan's foreign policy is detailed, yet certain pivotal
moments, such as its responses to regional crises (e.g., Afghanistan’s instability or the Russia-
Ukraine conflict), could be explored in greater depth. These events are critical for understanding
the adaptability and limitations of Kazakhstan's multi-vector strategy in times of heightened
geopolitical tension.

I suggest the author include a discussion in the introduction that clearly delineates the
different phases of Kazakhstan's multi-vector foreign policy. Periodizing the policy into distinct
stages, such as its formative years (1990s), the energy diplomacy phase (2000s), and the more
recent shifts in response to global crises, would provide a clearer narrative for readers.

In the case study chapters, while the interactions with major powers are thoroughly
covered, more emphasis could be placed on Kazakhstan's engagement with smaller regional actors
and multilateral institutions, such as the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and the Eurasian

Economic Union. These aspects are integral to understanding the full spectrum of its multi-vector
approach
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The thesis could benefit from an expanded analysis of domestic constraints on
Kazakhstan's foreign policy. Factors such as elite perceptions, economic dependencies, and public
opinion on foreign policy directions are underexplored, despite their significance in shaping state
behavior.

Additionally, I suggest the author integrate a comparative perspective into the study by
briefly analyzing how other middle-power states utilize multi-vector foreign policies. Drawing
parallels with states like Singapore or Finland, which also balance relationships with larger powers,
could provide further insights into the effectiveness and adaptability of Kazakhstan's approach in
the global context.

Finally, I recommend the author address the increasing role of soft power and cultural
diplomacy in Kazakhstan's foreign policy. Initiatives like the Astana International Financial Centre
and the Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional Religions exemplify Kazakhstan's efforts
to project itself as a mediator in global affairs and deserve further elaboration.

Overall, I am confident that Mr. Nyshanbayev’s thesis offers a valuable contribution to the
field of international relations, particularly in its focus on middle-power diplomacy and regional
studies. I believe that the revisions suggested above would significantly enhance the analytical
strength and coherence of the dissertation.

I trust that Mr. Nyshanbayev, under the guidance of his internal supervisor, will address
these points effectively. In my opinion, this thesis demonstrates the candidate’s readiness to defend
his work successfully.

Sincerely,

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Isik Kuggu Bonnenfant
Department of International Relations
Chair, Eurasian Studies

Middle East Technical University (METU)
Ankara, TURKEY
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ITo mecty TpeboBanus

Mue 10Be10Ch 03HAKOMMTBCS ¢ AOKTOpCKoi auccepraumeii r-wa HypGonara HenuanGaesa Ha
Temy «IIpHHUMN MHOrOBEKTOPHOCTH BO BHelIHEH MOJMTHKE rOCY/apcTBA B CHCTEME COBPEMEHHBIX
MEXLYHAPOAHBIX OTHOWIECHHI: Ha npumepe Pecny6nukm Kasaxcrauy. Jluccepraima npescrasnser coboi
BCECTOPOHHHI M CBOCBPEMEHHbII aHA/IH3 MHOTOBEKTOPHOM BHew el noautukn Kazaxcrana (MBIT) u ce
AKTY@ILHOCTH B C/NOXKHOA M MeHsIoweHcs JWHAMHKE COBPEMEHHOH MEXJIyHapOAHOH CHCTEMBL.
Buumanve kaumamnata Kk Tomy, Kakyio poib MBII, Kak MHCTPYMEHT rocyAapcTBEHHON CTpPaTeru,
3aHHMACT B NMPEOJOICHHH aCHMMETPHH CHJT MEXKIY MHPOBBIMH JICPKaBAMH, BHOCHT 3HAYHTE/IbHBIA BKIAN
B TOHHMaHHe JMIUIOMATHH TFOCY/IApPCTB CPENHEr0 YPOBHA H YHHKIbHBIX MMpoOieM, ¢ KOTOPBIMH
CTIKHBAIOTCA MOCTCOBETCKHE rocyaapeTsa B LlenTpanbHoit A3uu.

-1 HeimanGae ycnemHo KOHTEKCTYATH3HpYeT MHOrOBeKTOpHBIH nojaxon Kasaxcrana B Gonee
IIMPOKHX TEOPETHYCCKMX pPAMKaX BHELIHENOJMTHYECKOrO aHanu3a, fpewlaras MOHHMaHWe ero
3 PEeKTUBHOCTH KaK NparMaTHYHO#M ¥ afanTHBHOH cTpatert. OIHAKO A BbIAETH HECKOIBKO MOMEHTOB,
YJyHIlIeHHE KOTOPBIX MOIJIO Obl TOBBICHTH OOLLYIO ACHOCTDL W IIYOHHY HCClIeI0BaHKA.

XoTa TeopeTHyeckas OCHOBA XOPOLWO cHOPMYIHPOBAHA, HE XBATACT CBA3H MEKIY TCOPHAMM,
00CyK1aeMbIMH BO BBEJICHHH, W MX TNPHMEHEHHEM B MOCHEAYIOUMX TEMATHYECKHX HCCIE0BAHHAX.
Hanpumep, B auccepraumu Moo Oonee riayOoKO paccMOTpeTh, KaK TEOPETHHYECKHE KOHLUENLUMH,
HanpuMmep, CTpaTertyeckoe Xe/DKMpOBaHHE WIM HeWTPATHTET, PpeaiM30BaHbl BO BHEUIHEMOIHTHYECKHX
B3aumoieiicTeuax Kasaxcrana ¢ Poceueii, Kuraem u 3anagneiMu aepxasamu. bosee sBHas cBA3b MexIy
TeopHeil M NMPAKTHKOM yaydiinia Obl aHUTHTHYECKYIO TOYHOCTD JIMCCEPTALIHM.

[puBoaurca noapoGublii  uctopuyeckuit 0630p BHewmneli noawtnkn Kasaxcrana, oaxako
HEKOTOPbIC KJIIOYEBBIC MOMEHTBI, TAKMC KaK PpeakuHs Ha PErHOHATbHbIC KpPH3MCH (HampHMmep,
HectabuwibHOCTh B AdraHucraHe WM pPOCCHHCKO-YKPAHHCKHIA KOH(UINKT), MOriH Obl ObITh M3yHeHbI
Gonee riyGoko. Drti CcOOBITHS MMEIOT pelIAloiee 3HAYCHHE JUIA MOHMMAHMA AJANTHBHOCTH M
orpaHu4eHuii MHOrOBEKTOPHOH cTpaTeriu Kaszaxctana B nepHoAbl MOBLILCHHON IeONnoAHTHYECKOM
HanpsKeHHOCTH.

Sl npenaraio aBTOpY BKJIIOYHTL BO BBeJeHHe 0OCYXKIEHHE, KOTOPOE HETKO pasrpaHH4HBacT
paziuunble a3kl MHOrosekTopHOi BHewHel noautHkd Kasaxcrana. Tleproansaums noiuTHku Ha
oT/leNbHBIE OJTanbl, Takue Kak roabl ce Qopmuposanus (1990-¢ roawt), ¢asa suepreTHueckoi
aunomathn (2000-¢ rozst) 1 Gosiee MO3IMKE CIBHIH B OTBET HA ro0aibHbie KpH3KCHl, obecneunt Gonee
yeTKoe NOHMMaHHe Ul YuTaTeIeH.

B rnapax, rje NPHBOJATCA MPAKTHYCCKHE NPHMEpPBl, HECMOTPA HA TO, 4TO NOAPoGHO
PACCMOTPEHO B3AHMO/ICHCTBHE C KPYIHBIMH ACPKABAMH, MOXKHO Ob10 Ob1 ynennts Gonbiue BHUMAHMA
paaumoneiictmio Kazaxcrana ¢ Gojiee MEJIKMMHM PErHOHATLHBIMH HIPOKAMH M MHOMOCTOPOHHHMH
uHcTHTYTaMH, TakumK Kak [lakxaiickan opranusaims cotpyannyectsa n EBpasuiickuit skoHOMUYeCKHit
cO103. DTH aCNeKThl ABIAIOTCH HEOTHEMIEMOH YACTLIO MOHUMAHMA MOJHOTO CMEKTPA MHOTOBEKTOPHOTO
MoAX0/a.

Jluccepraums Gyaer Gosiee yCnewmHoi, ecan B Hee 00aBHTL PACUIMPEHHBIH AHATHI BHYTPEHHHX
orpanuuennii Bremeii noautiky Kasaxcrana. Takwne HakTOpbl, KAK BOCIPHUATHE DANTHI, IKOHOMHUECKAS
3aBUCHMOCTDb M OBIIECTBEHHOE MIIEHHE OTHOCHTE/ILHO HANPAB/ICHHIT BHEIIHEN NMOJMTHKH, HEAOCTATOUHO
H3yueHbl, HECMOTPA Ha MX 31Ha4MMOCTD B (OpMHPOBAHHH MOBEACHHA FOCYAApPCThA.

Kpome Toro, s mpealaralo AasTOPY WHTEIPHPOBATh B HCCIE/OBAHHE  CPABHHTE/bHYIO
NeperneKTHBY, KPAaTKO MPOAHAIMIMPOBAB, KAK /APYTHE TOCYAApcTBa CPEAHErO YPOBHA HCMOAL3YIOT
MHOTOBEKTOPHYIO BHELIHIOI MOJHTHKY. [Mposenenne napautencit ¢ TAKHMH rOCYapcTBaMi, Kak
Cunranyp wian OUIISIANA, KOTOPbIE TaKKE Ganancupylotr B oTHOWeHHAX ¢ Gosee KpynHbIMH
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jepKaBaMH, MOXKeET aTh Gonee riyGokoe npezcrasnenme 06 dpdexTHBHOCTH 1 aJaNTUBHOCTH NMOAXO/1A
Kaszaxctana B riio0aibHOM KOHTEKCTe.

Halfoueu, i PCKOMEHIYIO0 aBTOpY OOpaTHTL BHMMaHHEe Ha pacTyllyio polfib MAIKOH B/IAaCTH W
KyJAbTYPHOH  IMIUIOMAaTHH  BO  BHEWHeH noautuke Kasaxcrama. Takue MHHMUMATHBBL, Kak
MextyHapo/iHbli (PUHAHCOBBIN LEHTpP «AcTanay u Chesn JHJICPOB MHPOBLIX M TPAAMLIMOHHLIX PEJIUIHA,
ciyxar npumepoM ycuiuii Kasaxcrana no NO3HUHOHHPOBAHHIO cebf B KayecTBe MOCPEJHMKA Ha
MHpOBOIi apeHE U 3aCIYXKUBAIOT AQILHEHILErO U3YYeHH.

B uesnom, A yBepeH, uto auccepraums r-ua HeimanGaesa suecer LleHHbIH BK1ag B obnacts
MEKAYHAPOJIHBIX OTHOWICHHH, 0CO0EHHO B yacTH ee (OKyca HAa AMMIOMATHH rocyl1apcTB Cpe/iHero
YPOBHA H PErHOHAIbHLIX HCCJIC/IOBAHMAX, A CHHTaK, YTO NPCUIOKEHHBIC BbILLIE H3IMCHEHHA
3HAYUTE/ILHO YCHJIAT AHATTMTHYCCKHH ACTIEKT M MOC/IE/I0BATE/ILHOCTh INCCEPTALIHH.

S nazieiock, uTo r-H Henuan6aes noa pykoBOACTBOM CBOEIO HENOCPEACTBEHHONO PYKOBOAMTENA

TIATE/ILHO PACCMOTPHT BCe pekomeHauuu. [1o moemMy MHeHHIO, JaHHas auccepTalms NIEMOHCTpHpYeT
roTOBHOCTb KaHAHAATA K YCIEIHON 3aluTe.

C yBaxkeHueMm,

Jouent nokrop Ueuk Kymky Bonnendanr / nodnuce /
JlenapraMeHT MeKTyHApPOHbIX OTHOLLEHHI

Kadespa eBpasMiCcKnX HeeieioBaHHMA
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